[Registration of postoperative wound complications at a department of vascular surgery].
During the period 1 March 1987 to 31 December 1988, current registration of all vascular surgical operations in the Department of Vascular Surgery RK, Rigshospitalet, was undertaken employing a PC-based programme (DANOP-DATA). A total of 1,898 primary vascular surgical operations were performed on 1,335 patients. During the entire period, 48 (2.5%) patients with wound infection were registered. In half of these, the infection was superficial and in the remainder the infection was deep. Comparison between 1987 and 1988 revealed a non-significant tendency towards a lower incidence of infection in 1988. Significantly more wound infections were found after non-sterile operations (p = 0.005). Significantly more deep infections were found on employing synthetic vascular prostheses (p less than 0.00001) and with inguinal incisions (less than 0.05). No significant connection could be found with age, duration of preoperative hospitalization, duration of operation and the degree of planning of the operation. The authors find that computer-based monitoring of the surgical activity is a good which renders current assessment and analysis of the pattern of complications possible. The authors did not find that DANOP-DATA was sufficient for registration in a special department for vascular surgery and a programmel (KARBASE) has been developed which is more suitable for this purpose.